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will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

PROVIDING FOR EXTENSIONS OF
CERTAIN AUTHORITIES OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 6456) to provide for exten-
sions of certain authorities of the De-
partment of State, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6456

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR RE-
EMPLOYMENT OF FOREIGN SERVICE
ANNUITANTS.

Section 824(g)(2) of the Foreign Service Act
of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4064(g)(2)) is amended by
striking ‘2008’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘2009°.

SEC. 2. INCLUSION OF UNITED STATES TERRI-
TORIES AS ELIGIBLE FOR REST AND
RECUPERATION TRAVEL FOR MEM-
BERS OF THE FOREIGN SERVICE.

The Foreign Service Act of 1980 is amend-
ed—

(1) in section 901(6)(B) (22 U.S.C. 4081(6)(B)),
by inserting after ‘‘United States’ the fol-
lowing: ‘‘or its territories, including Amer-
ican Samoa, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, Guam, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, and the United
States Virgin Islands’’; and

(2) in section 903(b) (22 U.S.C. 4083(b)), by
striking ‘¢, its territories and possessions, or
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico’ and in-
serting ‘‘or its territories, including Amer-
ican Samoa, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, Guam, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, and the United
States Virgin Islands’.

SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO PAY SUB-
SISTENCE OF SPECIAL AGENTS ON
PROTECTIVE DETAILS.

Section 32 of the State Department Basic
Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2704) is
amended, in the first sentence, by striking
“‘on authorized protective missions, and”
and inserting ‘‘on authorized protective mis-
sions, whether at or away from their duty
stations, and’’.

SEC. 4. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR RADIO
FREE ASIA.

Section 309(c)(2) of the United States Inter-
national Broadcasting Act of 1994 (22 U.S.C.
6208(c)(2)) is amended by striking 2009 and
inserting ¢2010”".

SEC. 5. EXTENSION OF PERSONNEL AUTHORITIES
FOR INTERNATIONAL BROAD-
CASTING ACTIVITIES.

Section 504(c) of the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law
107-228; 22 U.S.C. 6206 note) is amended by
striking ‘2008’ and inserting ¢‘2009°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

The legislation before the House
today extends certain expiring authori-
ties of the Department of State. A cou-
ple of examples. The bill continues the
Department’s ability to hire experi-
enced retired officer to fill positions in
Iraq or Afghanistan. This bill extends
two broadcasting authorities, Radio
Free Asia for an additional year and
the authority to hire personal service
contractors in the United States for
specialized language and other skills,
and several other technical provisions
involving those authorities.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CHABOT. 1 yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 6456, which provides stopgap ex-
tensions of certain important State De-
partment and broadcasting authorities
until the Committee on Foreign Affairs
can take them up as part of a com-
prehensive authorization during the
111th Congress.

In response to administration re-
quests, this brief bill does a number of
things. It extends for another year the
State Department’s authority to hire
retired Foreign Service officers for dif-
ficult-to-staff posts in Iraq and Afghan-
istan, and to address visa and passport
processing backlogs.

It also extends authorities for Radio
Free Asia, and for emergency broad-
casting needs in the International
Broadcasting Bureau and the Voice of
America. It also makes clear that the
State Department may pay the hotel
expenses of its special agents on pro-
tective details in situations where
agents are required to remain with
their protectees overnight, even when
that duty occurs in the agent’s home
locale.

Finally, it incorporates the text of
H.R. 3658, the House-passed bill intro-
duced by the gentleman from Puerto
Rico (Mr. FORTUNO) to allow U.S. For-
eign Service officers to take their rest
and recuperative travel in U.S. terri-
tories. I urge support for this measure.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, has
the gentleman yielded back his time?

Mr. CHABOT. If the gentleman has
no further speakers, we have no further
speakers either, and we will yield back.

Mr. BERMAN. I yield back.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6456, as
amended.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

COMMEMORATING IRENA SENDLER

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
361) commemorating Irena Sendler, a
woman whose bravery saved the lives
of thousands during the Holocaust and
remembering her legacy of courage,
selflessness, and hope.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 361

Whereas on May 12, 2008, Irena Sendler, a
living example of social justice, died at the
age of 98;

Whereas Irena Sendler repeatedly risked
her own life to rescue over 2,500 Jewish chil-
dren in Poland’s Warsaw ghetto from Nazi
extermination during the Holocaust;

Whereas inspired by her father, a physician
who spent his career treating poor Jewish
patients, Irena Sendler dedicated her life to
others;

Whereas Irena Sendler became an early ac-
tivist at the start of World War II, heading
the clandestine group Zegota and driving an
underground movement that provided safe
passage for Jews from the Warsaw ghetto,
who were facing disease, execution, or depor-
tation to concentration camps;

Whereas Irena Sendler became one of
Zegota’s most successful workers, taking
charge of the children’s division and using
her senior position with the city’s welfare
department to gain access to and from the
ghetto and build a network of allies to help
ferry Jewish children from the Warsaw ghet-
to;

Whereas Irena Sendler was arrested by the
Gestapo on October 20, 1943, tortured, and
sentenced to death by firing squad;

Whereas Irena Sendler never revealed de-
tails of her contacts, escaped from Pawiak
prison, and continued her invaluable work
with Zegota;

Whereas in 1965, Irena Sendler was recog-
nized as ‘‘Righteous Among the Nations’ by
the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial in
Israel;

Whereas in 2006, Irena Sendler was nomi-
nated for the Nobel Peace Prize;

Whereas Irena Sendler was awarded the
Order of the White Eagle, Poland’s highest
civilian decoration;

Whereas Irena Sendler’s life has been
chronicled in the documentary film,
“Tzedek: The Righteous” and ‘Life in a
Jar’’, a play about her rescue efforts;

Whereas Irena Sendler, a woman who
risked everything for the lives of others and
whose bravery is unimaginable to many of
us, expressed guilt for not being able to do
more for the Jewish people; and

Whereas Americans, as well as the world
community, are reminded not only of the
horrible cruelty at the time of the Holo-
caust, but also the incredible difference one
person can make by knowing Irena Sendler’s
story: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) mourns the loss of Irena Sendler, a
woman whose bravery and heroic efforts
saved over 2,500 Jewish children during the
Holocaust;
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